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ABSTRACT 

This research is an analysis of Hiroshima City Condition Before and After Bombed by United States as Depicted in 

John Hersey’s “Hiroshima”: Historical Approach. It is research has two specific objectives of this research, first is to find 

out the problems faced by the people of Hiroshima before and after the bombing. The second are to find out the facts of the 

historical facts after bombed. The methodology used in this research is descriptive qualitative method. Data would be 

gathered from primary source, which is the novel Hiroshima, and secondary sources from various sources, such as history 

books. The analysis of this study applies the historical approach of Hippolyte Adolph Taine (1872) which explains the race, 

milieu, and moment. The problem of the Hiroshima community before and after the bombing is proven where many of 

citizens in Hiroshima lived improperly because the condition of economic matters was paralytic. And the condition be 

apprehensive is many of citizen in Hiroshima died and were permanently disabled. Then historical facts are also found, 

namely the surrender of Japan on August 15, 1945 which is announced by the emperor Tenno and the construction of a 

national monument named the Institute of International Amity. With all these facts, the researchers then concluded that 

Hiroshima, written by John Hersey indeed contained facts about the fear and anxiety of the Hiroshima community before 

and after the bombings carried out by United States soldiers. 
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INTRODUCTION 

History is an event that happened in the past that was 

arranged on the basis of various events. According to 

Carr (1968) history is a dialogue that is never completed 

between the present and the past, a continuous process of 

interaction between historians and the facts they have. 

From the definition above, it can be concluded that 

history is an event or dialogue that happened in the past 

that can be proven by facts by historians. 

In this case, the historical factor can be studied by 

using a concept of study that called the historical 

approach. The historical approach is a study carried out 

by prioritizing historical factors. According to Russell 

(1966) Historical approach is one of the method to 

analyze literary work in which the author and the reader 

comprehend the message of the literary work by 

remembering the moment or historic moment a long with 

the literary work written. It means that historical 

approach is an activity to analyze a literary work by 

looking at historical moments in the past that might be 

written by a writer into a novel. 

In this research, researcher chooses Hiroshima novel 

by John Hersey for Primary source. Hiroshima talks 

about the story of the sixth main character's struggle 

above from the bomb blast launched by the American 

army. Starting from the atomic bomb which exploded in 

Hiroshima at 8:15 a.m. Japanese time on August 6th, 

1945 has become a story of deep sorrow for Japanese 

citizens. Of the 245,000 inhabitants of the city, nearly 

100,000 people were killed or dying in one hit. Although 

the atomic bomb explosion was very powerful, there 

were still Hiroshima residents who survived the deadly 

bomb, including six people who told activity before and 

when they saw a white glint without sound. Twelve days 

after the explosion, strange symptoms appear. Some 

people experience nausea, weakness, fatigues and hair 

loss. They don't realize that the pain they experience is 

the impact of the explosion. A strange disease that is easy 

to change is hereinafter known as "Radiation Disease". 

Based on the background of research above, the 

researcher has two formulations of the problems noted 

below: 

1. What are the problems happen of the citizen of 

Hiroshima before and after bombed as seen in 

the novel Hiroshima by John Hersey? 

2. What are the historical facts that found after 

bombed as seen in the novel Hiroshima by John 

Hersey? 

Based on the formulation above the researcher 

would be explains the result in this paper. It made the 

result explain clearly. Therefore, this research focuses on 

the Historical Approach theory by H.A Taine using novel 

entitled “Hiroshima” by John Hersey.  

 

RIVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURES  

Someone who wants to criticize or analyse a literary 

work definitely needs an approach to implement a 

literary work. Every single approach differs from one to 

another because it is made in accordance with certain 

literary works. Thus, the focus of each approach is 

specifically following the respective nature of the applied 

object.  
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According to Webster (2017) Historical criticism, 

literary criticism is a light of evidence or based on the 

context in which work is written, including facts about 

the author's life and the historical circumstances of the 

time. The point is that someone who wants to criticize a 

literary work must understand the fact of the historical 

facts in which a literary work was written. Usually the 

facts cover the life of the author, the history of the region 

and the social life of the character in the literary work. 

According to Walliman (2011) Historical approach 

is a systematic and objective evaluation and synthesis of 

evidence in order to establish facts and draw conclusions 

about past events. It uses primary historical data, such as 

archaeological remains as well as documentary sources 

of the past. It is usually necessary carry out tests in order 

to check the authenticity of these sources. 

Based on the above description, it can be concluded 

that the historical approach is a learning or study of 

historical factors that occurred in the past as outlined in a 

novel according to the facts that occurred in the past in 

accordance with the context. 

There are considerable amount of approaches that 

exist as method of literary critic. Historical approach is 

one of the lists, a critic that follows the element of the 

history bearing. It used to analyse history study in a 

literary work. The usage of historical approach is none 

other for scoping the aspect of events happened in the 

past. Historical approach sees a literary work chiefly, if 

not exclusively, as a reflection of its author‘s life and 

times or the life and times of the characters in the work 

Guerin (2005). This approach is basically an approach 

where the data gathered are taken from the historical 

events depicted in the literary work. 

There are numerous varieties of historical approach 

known in literary criticism. The most famous one is the 

theory of a French philosopher named Hippolyte Adolph 

Taine (1828-1893). Taine‘s theory of historical approach 

is state about three tenets which concise of race, milieu 

and moment Guerin (2005). Based with its suitable 

characteristics, the researcher then uses this theory of 

H.A. Taine to find historical existences occurred in 

Hiroshima by John Hersey. 

 

2.1.Race 

There is a lot of understanding about race. 

According to Webster (2017) race is as a family unit, 

tribe, and community living in the same environment. So 

specifically race means innate or offspring brought from 

birth. According to Taine (1872) race is as innate or 

hereditary character brought by humans to the world with 

certain physical characteristics, interests, habits, or 

certain characteristics. as quoted below in the novel Les 

Miserables by Victor Hugo; 

Montfermeil is a village. This village is a peaceful 

and charming place, not a route that connects one 

place to another. In this place the citizens live a 

simple rural life that is so generous and modest, 

including Mr and Mrs thenardier. Only water 

from the past is very difficult because of its high 

position (page 119) 

Based on the quotation above it can be conclude that 

how the condition of a village that is very peaceful and 

captivating to its name is Montfermeil village. Where in 

this place citizens live modestly and a society that is so 

generous and modest lives includes Mr and Mrs 

Thenardier master. Based on the previous description, it 

can be concluded that the condition of a region is very 

influential on life and the way of life of the community 

of its citizens. 

Based on the theory of Taine (1872) about this 

race, the researcher will be able to find information about 

people or places of literary work as outlined in a novel 

including the study of the descendants of the protagonist 

family in the story. Then specifically race based on H.A 

Taine theory is recorded as the following points. 

2.1.1 Interest 

In general, the notion of interest is attention that 

contains elements of feeling. Interest is an 

encouragement or desire in someone on a particular 

object. According to Taine (1872) interest is a desire that 

arises from someone to get something, and based on this 

his believes interest can be the basis for analyzing a 

literary work such as a novel. Based on the description 

above, the researcher concluded that interest is a part 

needed to analyze each part of the story in a novel. The 

interest taken above can be seen as the quote below: 

Charles Darnay and Sydeney Carton are the main 

characters in the novel A tale of Two Cities. 

Darnay, which was part of the French aristocracy, 

experienced self-upheaval and changes in thinking 

became more humanistic. While Carton, motivated 

to do penance for what he thinks is inappropriate 

for the past by sacrificing himself for the 

happiness of others. 

 

Based on the above quote can be made a conclusion 

that person can sacrifice soul to fulfill a desire that arises 

from within someone, as was done by Carton who 

sacrificed soul to atone for the sins he committed in the 

past in order to fulfill the desires that arise from within 

him. 

2.1.2 Habit 

Habit is an activity carried out repeatedly. According 

to Taine (1872) habits can be a foundation for someone 

who wants to study a literary work. For example, a 

researcher who wants to study a literary work must be 

able to understand the habitual habits played by someone 

in the literature that will be studied. For example: 

In a Les Miserables novel it is told how the 

suffering of a girl 7 year old, her named is 

Cosette. She was forced to do the homework of the 

employer who should not do the job. Where is 

every day he had to lift water for the purposes for 

the Thenardier family. 

 

Based on the quotation above, it can be 

conclude that how the granting of a seven-year-old girl 

separated from her parents is called Cosette. Where in the 

middle of his age, she was still seven years old and was 

supposed to play with his friends, but this did not 

materialize she was even forced to work to lift water for 



the purposes of the Thenardier family. Based on the 

description it can be concluded that the habits carried out 

every day will feel light if it has become a necessity. 

 

2.2.Milieu  

Milieu has many definitions. In its broad sense milieu 

means as the physical or social setting in which people 

live or in which something happens or develops Webster 

(2017). Milieu in Taine‘s theory of historical approach 

means as the relationship of an object to its surrounding 

or environment. It can be rebuilt by analysing social 

background such as family descendent, occupation, 

relatives, neighbourhood Taine (1872). Milieu of Taine 

explains about the surrounding of a character in their 

respectable time of existence in a certain environment‘. 

Thus, milieu is the tenet that scopes about what kind of 

environment the story takes place.  

2.2.1 Profession 

Profession is one that can be classified into the 

theory of Taine, because work is a person's relationship 

with their environment. It is means that profession is a 

job that requires training and mastery of certain 

knowledge. Or the profession is also often interpreted as 

work that requires special training and expertise. So the 

work done by someone can be seen from the expertise 

mastered. For example is the quote below from the novel 

tale of two cities by Charles Dickens. 

At one time the Monsieur Defarge saw a white-

haired man bending and working on sewing a 

shoe. it turns out the old man is Monsieur 

Manette. Then Monsieur Defarge says it looks like 

you are not a shoe tailor, but Monsieur Manette 

denied that I was not a tailor in the past because 

of the effort and hard work to learn and practice 

finally I could sew perfectly. 

 

Based on the quotation above, it can be concluded 

that how a person can become a professional worker is 

influenced by his own environment. If someone 

previously can't do anything, but if he lives in an 

environment where the majority has a profession as a 

shoe tailor, at least someone can make shoes for himself.  

2.2.2 Social 

Social life cannot be separated from an environment 

because every environment must have a social life. 

Social life is explaining about social interactions in the 

environment Taine (1872) . Social life is a life in which 

there are social / social elements. A life is referred to as 

social life if there is interaction between one individual 

and another, and with it communication occur which then 

develops into mutual need for others. According to 

Pratiwi (2012) social life is a human life association of 

various types of groups formed through different social 

interactions in people's lives. For example: 

At one time there was a family who was very rich 

but very arrogant, did not want to integrate with 

the people around him. But over time he 

experienced his house on fire, he begged for help 

but none came. Over time the fire was 

extinguished and he only realized that treasure 

could not do everything and he thought social life 

was far more important than a pride. 

 

Based on the example above it can be concluded 

that humans cannot be separated from social life to 

integrate in their own environment. Social life is also a 

way to exchange ideas with other people to open up 

broader insights when meeting a problem. 

 

2.3.Moment  

Moments can be classified as the core of events told 

in literary work such as novels. According to Webster 

(2017) moment is the point or time at which an event 

occurs. The point is that in a literary work the thing that 

must be known is the moment that occurs in the literary 

work, especially the novel. Because the moment is as a 

starting point where an event begins and ends. Thus, if a 

researcher in a literary work has mastered all the series of 

events in the literary work, it will be easier for 

researchers to find the data needed specifically about 

Historical Fact. 

According to Taine (1872) moment that is recorded 

and occurs in a certain time. It is a component of the 

measuring system used to see a sequence of events in 

history. Based on this understanding the researcher can 

conclude that literary work is a series of events that 

occurred in the past in a certain time. Based on the 

explanation, the researcher wanted to briefly explain the 

moment moments contained in the Les Miserables novel 

by Victor Hugo, as described below. 

2.3.1 Revenge 

This stems from the anger of a former inmate named 

Jean Valjeans who was sentenced to 19 years for stealing 

a cake to reduce his hunger. After he left he wanted to 

eliminate the people who had betrayed him. But his 

intention was not carried out because a very good bishop 

reminded him of the meaning of kindness and honesty, 

the bishop was Monseigneur Bienvenu, and with this 

incident Jean Valjeans also changed his name to 

Monsieur Madeleine. 

2.3.2 Resurrection 

After Jean Valjeans changed his name, and with the 

advice capital given by the bishop he slowly began to 

organize a new life. Over time his life has begun to 

improve and arguably he is already well off because of 

the hard work he has built, Jean Valjean’s can set up 

factories and open jobs for people around him. It wasn't 

until Jean Valjean became the richest person in the city 

and made him the mayor. 

2.3.3 Honesty 

After Jean Valjean was on the verge of glory, he was 

confronted with a problem where someone named 

Champmathieu was suspected by the court as Jean 

Valjean, a police fugitive. Knowing this, Monsieur 

Medeleine was overwhelmed by confusion, whether he 

had to admit who exactly was to the court to save 

Champmathieu or whether he was still hiding behind the 

greatness and kindness of Monsieur Madeleine's name. 

But in the end the honest nature that had been instilled by 

the bishop made him admit who he was, and he admitted 

that he is Jean Valjeans. 



Thus, based on the description above the researcher 

can be concluded, the moment is a series of events 

arranged in such a way in a literary work to attract 

readers, because a reader will feel curious what will be 

caused by every moment that occurs in the story. So the 

moment is the starting point for developing a paper, 

especially a novel.  

 

METHOD OF RESEARCH 

3.1 Research Design 

Research design is an early strategy to conduct a 

study. According to Creswell, (2014) says that research 

design is the type of inquiry within qualitative, 

quantitative, and mixed methods approaches that provide 

specific directions for the procedures in a research study. 

Research has more than one form of formulation, 

which focused in its respective specified cases. 

Conventionally, the widely used research in solving a 

literary based problem is a method called as qualitative 

research. Qualitative research itself is a method of 

research which purpose is a study to describe a situation, 

phenomenon, problem or event; and establish the 

variation in the situation, phenomenon or problem 

without quantifying it Kumar (2011). 

Based on the expert theory above, the researcher 

uses qualitative descriptive research in order to find out 

problems of Hiroshima city people before and after 

bombed and the historical fact as found in the Hiroshima 

novel by John Hersey. Data gathering is using 

observation by non- participatory method and taken from 

the novel itself as the primary source and criticism of the 

novel and other sources related to the novel as the 

secondary source, such as the history books. 

 

3.2 Object of the Research 

Object of the research is the problem analyzed by the 

researcher. The object of the research is the Hiroshima 

city condition before and after the bombed and Historical 

facts after bombed in the novel "Hiroshima by John 

Hersey. The researcher also uses additional sources to 

support the analysis for the historical events illustrated in 

the novel, such as the history books. 

 

3.3 Method of Collecting Data 

 According to  Lofland (2006) there are two methods 

of colleting the data, there are primary data and 

secondary data. Primary data is the main source of the 

research and secondary data is the additional information 

and source which support the research. In this research, 

the researcher uses observation as the method of 

collecting data. The researcher uses novel “Hiroshima” 

by Victor Hugo as primary data source.  Secondary 

data source is normally used to provide the writer 

material such as related theory and any relevant 

information to be attached in the research. Secondary 

data source is all of printed media or article which is 

related to this research. In this research the secondary 

data source are taken from book and journal which 

related to this research. 

 

 

3.4 Method of Analyzing Data 

 In this part, there are two components that will be 

discussed, intrinsic and extrinsic component.  Intrinsic 

components refer to the internal factor of the literary 

work which consists of some element of fiction. 

According to Minderop (2010) intrinsic elements are the 

elements that build the literary work itself. In general, the 

intrinsic elements of fiction are plot, character, setting, 

theme, and point of view. In analysis extrinsic 

component the researcher analysis the data by using 

some procedures; 

1. Reading “Hiroshima” novel intensively. 

2. Identifying and selecting the data based on 

historical fact. 

3. Analyzing the selected data by using 

Hippolyte Adolphe Taine theory. 

4. Explaining every levels of historical 

approach base on the novel. 

5. Making a conclusion based on the data 

analyzed.  

 

3.5 Method of Presenting research Result 

 According to Creswell (2014) there are two methods 

of presenting the research result, formal and informal. 

Formal method is present the result data by using 

symbol, signs, table, and diagram and informal method is 

present the result data by using words or sentences. In 

this research, the research uses informal method to 

present the research result. So, this data want to be 

reported descriptively by using words and sentences and 

supported by all of qualitative data. 

 

RESEARCH ANALYSIS AND FINDING 

4.1Before Bombed 

 Hiroshima was one of the most developed cities 

before the bombing on August 6th, 1945.Beside that, this 

city was once used as a place to manufacture Japanese 

weapons. 

4.1.1 The Life of Citizen in Hiroshima before the 

Bomb Dropped 

The living conditions of the citizen before the 

Hiroshima bombing were very uneasy, every day people 

were always worried that Hiroshima would be bombed 

because there were at least cities in Japan that had not 

been attacked. This can be seen in the quote below. 

Mr. Tanimoto, like all his neighbors and friends, 

was almost sick with anxiety. He had heard 

uncomfortably detailed accounts of mass raids on 

Kure, Iwakuni, Tokuyama, and other nearby 

towns; he was sure Hiroshima’s turn would come 

soon. He had not slept badly the night before, 

because there had been several air-raid warnings. 

(Jhon Hersey, Page: 2) 

 

Based on the quotation above, it can be seen that 

how the anxiety of citizen in Hiroshima before the bomb 

was dropped. This matter was also felt by Mr. Tanimoto 

where he felt the anxiety every day because he already 

knew that Hiroshima will be bombed. This incident made 

Mr.Tanimoto could not sleep calmly because the air 

strike warning was always launched. Thus, Based on the 



description before also can concluded that the tranquility 

of a region is very influential on how to think of 

someone. Which means to make a harmonious society 

must be supported by a safe and peaceful region. 

The social life of citizen in Hiroshima was also seen 

harmonious before the bomb dropped. This was shown 

by a sense of mutual care for others especially when 

someone is in trouble and they help each other. It 

happens because they believe social life is very important 

in a society especially in the midst of an uncertain region. 

This was indicated as quote below. 

Besides having his wife spend the nights in 

Ushida, Mr. Tanimoto had been carrying all the 

portable things from his church, in the close-

packed residential district called Nagaragawa, to 

a house that belonged to a rayon manufacturer in 

Koi, two miles from the center of town. The rayon 

man, a Mr. Matsui, had opened his then 

unoccupied estate to a large number of his friends 

and acquaintances, so that they might evacuate 

whatever they wished to a safe distance from the 

probable target area (John Hersey, Page 2) 

 

Based on the quotation above, it can be seen how 

good social life is in the middle of Hiroshima society. 

This can be seen of the concern Mr. Matsui to his best 

friend Mr. Tanimoto. Where he had provided a house for 

storing valuable items from Mr. Tanimoto's place and he 

chose a house far from the target of the bombing. Thus, 

the region can be seen from the way people help each 

other, especially when in trouble. The point is when 

someone who gets trouble attention from someone, this 

will cause a new spirit for that person. 

Social life is very important for every persons, this 

can be seen in quote below base on Hiroshima novel by 

John Hersey 

In compensation, to show himself publicly a good 

Japanese, Mr. Tanimoto had taken on the 

chairmanship of his local Tonarigumi, or 

Neighborhood Association, and to his other duties 

and concerns this position had added the business 

of organizing air-raid defense for about twenty 

families.(John Hersey, Page 3) 

 

Based on the quotation above, it can be seen that 

everyone really needs the attention of someone. This 

matter was also felt by Mr.Tanimoto where he felt 

people's suspicion towards him. This situation made 

Mr.Tanimoto unable to think calmly because of the 

suspicion of the people around him. Thus, to restore 

credibility and suspicion Mr. Tanimoto has planning to 

become the head of Tonarugumi (Chairperson of the 

Household). Thus, based on the description before, it can 

also be concluded that the calm of someone mind is 

strongly influenced by social life in that environment. 

Which means to create a smart mind must be supported 

by a harmonious social life.  

 

 

 

4.1.2 The Condition of Hiroshima City before the 

bombed dropped 

The city of Hiroshima is one of city very developing 

and has strategic location. The city of Hiroshima also 

became a very developed economic center because there 

were many factories that opened jobs for the community. 

This can be seen from the quote below base on 

Hiroshima novel by John Hersey. 

 

Factories and other residential districts, or 

suburbs, lay compactly around the edges of the 

city. To the south were the docks, an airport, 

and the island-studded Inland Sea. A rim of 

mountains runs around the other three sides of 

the delta. Hiroshima is a city in a strategic 

region that is growing rapidly (John Hersey, 

Page 4) 

 

Based on the quotation above it can be seen that how 

the condition of the city of Hiroshima which was so 

developed and advanced before the bombing on August 

6th, 1945 at 8:15 a.m. This city has many industrial plant 

factories, ports, airports, and is surrounded by small 

island islands that make this city beautiful. Thus, based 

on the description before, it can be conclude that a 

country or city who has a safe location and strategy will 

have a positive impact on the lives of its people, it means 

that the best country will support a better life for the 

community. Thus, that it will create an environment that 

is peaceful, harmonious and prosperous. 

 

4.1.3 The Economy People in Hiroshima City before 

the Bomb Dropped 

The economy of the Hiroshima community before 

the bombing began did not work as a developing city. 

This can be seen from the public's fear of the issue of 

bombing which resulted in them not working optimally. 

This was also felt by Mrs. Nakamura, as stated in the 

quote below which is written in the Hiroshima novel by 

John Hersey. 

 

After her husband's death died, he stopped and 

stopped, Mrs. Nakamura took out the sewing 

machine and began to receive stitches. Since then, 

he paid for his three children from sewing. His 

income was certainly not enough for four people. 

They live in a rough way (John Hersey, Page 7) 

 

Based on the quotation above it can be seen that how 

the struggle of a mother to support her three children, 

they are Tosio, Myeko, and Yaeko in the midst of a city 

that is not safe. After the pair arrived from her husband, 

Mrs. Nakamura was forced to live a rough. However this 

did not discourage Mrs. Nakamura from losing her 

sewing machine to support her three children. Thus, 

based on the description before it can be conclude that in 

life there is no word of despair and never give up, still 

giving the best and always have a sense of optimism to 

do something. Where someone will do everything to 

fulfill their life, especially psychological needs. 



The condition economic between someone with 

others will never be the same. This is also the same as the 

community in the city of Hiroshima. Like Dr. Fujii, he is 

one of those who has an established economy, as quote 

below 

 

This porch in fact, the whole building was 

curiously constructed, Dr. Fujii was the 

proprietor of a peculiarly Japanese institution: 

a private, single-doctor hospital, This building, 

perched beside and over the water of the Kyo 

River, and next to the bridge of the same name, 

contained thirty rooms for thirty patients and 

their kinfolk.(Jhon Hersey, Page: 8) 

 

Based on the quotation above, it can be seen that 

how the condition economy of Dr. Fujii is very wealthy. 

He was owner of a typical Japanese institution. In 

addition, he also owns a private hospital. This hospital is 

very beautiful because it was built on the Kyo river and 

not far from the bridge. This hospital employs one doctor 

and several nurses. The hospital also provides thirty 

rooms for thirty patients and their families. Thus, based 

on the description before can be conclude that the 

economic life is important to make someone able to 

continue his life normally. But, after someone has 

enough economy, the thing that is not less important is to 

care for the people around him. 

 

4.2 After Bombed 

The city of Hiroshima experienced an event that 

could not be forgotten of the people in Hiroshima where 

exactly on August 6th, 1945 the city of Hiroshima was 

bombed by American soldiers. Where, the condition of 

the city which was originally so beautiful and its 

economy is prosperous. In this section the researcher 

wants to describe the condition of society, city and 

economy in Hiroshima after being bombed by an atom 

by the United States written in John Hersey's Hiroshima 

novel. 

 

4.2.1 The healthy condition and life of Citizen after 

the Bomb Dropped 

Social life is the most important thing in all 

situations. Where, if someone has a good social life, it 

will be easier for someone to get a solution from the 

problem that is being faced. this is the same as the citizen 

in Hiroshima, where each other helps each other to save 

themselves from bombs detonated above the city of 

Hiroshima, this can be seen from the quote below. 

 

The hospital was in horrible confusion: heavy 

partitions and ceilings had fallen on patients, beds 

had overturned, windows had blown in and cut 

people, blood was spattered on the walls and 

floors, instruments were everywhere, many of the 

patients were running about screaming, many 

more lay dead. (Jhon Hersey, Page: 13) 

 

Based on quotation above it can be seen that how the 

chaos and damage caused by bombs was dropped by 

American soldiers in the city of Hiroshima. It is 

consequence of this bombardment caused the hospital 

room to fall apart and to level the ground. However, there 

were not many of the patients who were in the hospital 

room injured, not even a few of them died. Thus, Based 

on the description before can conclude that confusion or 

damage to an area can quickly influence someone 

thinking. This happens when a person is faced with a 

disaster to save himself, for example the victims of the 

Hiroshima bomb who fought as hard as possible to 

escape the ruins of the hospital. The most important point 

is that every disaster or chaos cannot be predicted when it 

will come, but every human being must prepare 

something to deal with this situation. 

In addition to the quote above there are also things 

that state how the effects on the community that have 

occurred as a result of the bomb are dropped, as quote 

below. 

 

attached himself sympathetically to an old lady 

who was walking along in a daze, holding her 

head with her left hand, supporting a small boy of 

three or four years old on her back with her right, 

and crying, “I’m hurt! I’m hurt! I’m hurt!” Mr. 

Tanimoto transferred the child to his own back 

and led the woman by the hand down the street, 

which was darkened by what seemed to be a local 

column of dust. (Jhon Hersey, Page:16) 

 

Based on quotation above it can be seen that Mr. 

Tanimoto to help an old woman who walks like a dazed 

person. Where effect of the bombed was made the 

woman carried a boy the age of four years old and he was 

seriously injured. when Mr. Tanimoto seen this fact he 

try to  carried the child to be able to guide the two 

persons out of thick lumps of dust without think about his 

wound. Thus, from description before can be concluded 

that caring for others is something that is needed in living 

a social life. It is imperative that every social being must 

help one another. If someone has the ability to help 

others, then someone must do it. 

Difficulty of life is a thing or event that is difficult to 

deal with. But all that can be dealt with enthusiasm to 

help each other. This can be seen in the citizen of 

Hiroshima in the midst of bombings, but the sense of 

care for someone that needed helped to stay awake, this 

case can be seen as quote below. 

Just then, the two other priests living in the 

mission house appeared—Father Cieslik, 

unhurt, supporting Father Schiffer, who was 

covered with blood that spurted from a cut 

above his left ear and who was very pale. 

Father Cieslik was rather pleased with himself, 

for after the flash he had dived into a doorway, 

which he had previously reckoned to be the 

safest place inside the building, and when the 

blast came, he was not injured. (Jhon Hersey, 

Page: 19) 

 

Based on the quotation above it can be seen that how 

caring of Pastor Cieslik who was helped Pastor Schiffer. 



He was seriously injured as a result of the bombing. The 

condition of Pastor Schiffer's was covered in blood. He 

must be got medicinal treatment but the condition of the 

city like this make Pastor Cieslik lost idea to help his 

friend to get medicinal treatment. But Father Cieslik is 

still grateful he was not hurt. Finally he brought his best 

friend home to a doctor. 

Beside that the above events experienced by the 

citizen of Hiroshima, the effects of the bombings, the 

following events were also witnessed by Mr.Tanimoto as 

quoted below. 

 

Mr. Tanimoto’s way around the fire took him 

across the East Parade Ground, which, being an 

evacuation Area, was now the scene of a gruesome 

review: rank on rank of the burned and bleeding. 

Those who were burned moaned,“Mizu! 

mizu!Water, water!” Mr. Tanimoto found a basin 

in a nearby street and located a water tap that still 

worked in the crushed shell of a house, and he 

began carrying water to the suffering strangers. 

When he had given drink to about thirty of them, 

he realized he was taking too much time. (Jhon 

Hersey, Page: 29) 

 

Based on quotation above it can be seen that after 

bombed, the fire appeared in various locations, including 

the East Parade Ground, which was designated as an 

evacuation site. However, when Mr. Tanimoto is passes 

many of the citizens who have burns and bleeding and 

not a few of them want to take water because of thirst. 

Afterwards with all his might he try to brought the water 

to reduce the thirst of the injured of citizen. 

Thus, based on the description above, it can be 

concluded that to pass through a life of every person 

needed in a safe, healthy and peaceful region. But 

sometimes all of this is very difficult to find and if it is 

not obtained, one must continue to struggle and give the 

best to live life like the citizen in Hiroshima. which when 

the condition of the newly bombed city made them many 

injured, died, starved and thirsty as seen by Mr. 

Tanimoto at the East Parade Ground refugee camp. 

However they did not despair and they helped each other 

to cause a spirit of not despair. 

Food and drink are the main things needed by 

someone body. But this is difficulties to obtain by the 

bombers launched by the United States. This was 

experienced by Father Kleinsorge, which can be seen in 

the quote below. 

At the mission, where Mr. Tanimoto left the party, 

Father Kleinsorge was dismayed to see the 

building razed. In the garden, on the way to the 

shelter, he noticed a pumpkin roasted on the vine. 

He and Father Cieslik tasted it and it was good. 

They were surprised at their hunger, and they ate 

quite a bit. They got out several bags of rice and 

gathered up several other cooked pumpkins and 

dug up some potatoes that were nicely baked 

under the ground, and started back.(Jhon Hersey, 

Page:37) 

 

Based on quotation above, it can be seen that the 

bombing did not only destroy the building but more than 

these condition. Such as pastor Kleinsorge who lost all 

food supplies at his house. But in the midst of the 

condition of the city like this there is no reason to reject a 

food that can eliminate hunger. Where at that time Father 

Kleinsorge did something that could eliminate hunger 

and he found pumpkins, potatoes, and a few bags of rice. 

Finally he and Father Cieslik cooked it to relieve the 

hunger. 

Thus, based on the description above it can be 

concluded that someone will do anything to fulfill their 

physical needs such as eating and drinking. Which if 

someone will not be able to think intelligently if his 

physical needs are not met. This is the same as that 

experienced by Pastor Kleinsorge who lost his 

intelligence and strength because he felt hungry. But he 

did not despair and kept trying to get food in order to 

reduce his hunger by digging a few potatoes and taking a 

roasted pumpkin with the effects of the bombing. 

 

4.2.2The Condition of Hiroshima City after the Bomb 

Dropped 

The city of Hiroshima was a region that was highly 

developed in Japan before being bombed by American 

soldiers on August 6th, 1945. But after being bombed the 

city was so broken and falling apart. As for the effects of 

this bombing, the function of the government was totally 

paralyzed, the public facilities were falling apart, and the 

air was already polluted. This can be seen in the quote 

below. 

From the mound, Mr. Tanimoto saw an 

astonishing panorama. Not just a patch of Koi, as 

he had expected, but as much of Hiroshima as he 

could see through the clouded air was giving off a 

thick, dreadful miasma. Clumps of smoke, near 

and far, had begun to push up through the general 

dust, He wondered how such extensive damage 

could have been dealt out of a silent sky; even a 

few planes, far up, would have been audible.(Jhon 

Hersey, Page: 16) 

 

Based on the quotation above, it can be seen how 

damaged the city of Hiroshima was caused by a bomb 

dropped. At that time Pastor Tanimoto left the house and 

almost did not believe, because the incident was so fast 

and the effects were so severe around the city of 

Hiroshima. Which this incident have resulted in the air in 

the city of Hiroshima becoming unhealthy, because the 

air carries thick and poisonous dust which makes many 

people who experience sore throat and shortness of 

breath. Thus based on the explanation before, it can be 

concluded that in order to obtain good health, it must be 

in a healthy environment, consisting of green trees, not a 

barren area and without vegetation, so the important 

thing for every human being is to always protect the 

environment to stay healthy and comfortable. 

The effects of the bomb not only affected health but 

also many other facilities in the city of Hiroshima that 

could not be used. This was seen directly by Pastor 

Kleinsorge as quoted below. 



 

Father Kleinsorge turned to Father LaSalle and 

said, “We have lost all our possessions but not our 

sense of humor.” The street was cluttered with 

parts of houses that had slid into it, and with fallen 

telephone poles and wires. From every second or 

third house came the voices of people buried and 

abandoned, who invariably screamed,(Jhon 

Hersey, Page:26) 

 

Based on the quotation above it can be seen that how 

the effects of the bombs dropped by American soldiers 

were witnessed by one of them by Pastor Kleinsorge. 

Where the effect of this bomb communication network in 

this city was severely broken down due to the large 

number of cable mast poles and downed telephone that 

filled the road in the city of Hiroshima at that time. 

Thus, based on description above it can be 

concluded that the disconnection of communication 

networks will result in a new problem, where people who 

experience this will feel anxious because they cannot 

know the news from their families. When conditions like 

this, the only thing that can be done is to struggle to keep 

up the spirit and never give up. 

The phenomenon of bombing in Hiroshima is an 

unexpected event at the time. After the bombings many 

experts calculated the losses caused by the event, one of 

which can be seen as the quote below. 

The statisticians’ figures on property damage 

were more reliable: sixty-two thousand out of 

ninety thousand buildings destroyed, and six 

thousand more damaged beyond repair. In the 

heart of the city, they found only five modern 

buildings that could be used again without major 

repairs. (Jhon Hersey, Page: 75) 

 

Based on quotation above it can be seen how the 

effect of bombed to Hiroshima. Which based on the 

statistical calculation caused by the bombing is that sixty-

two thousand buildings were destroyed and six thousand 

buildings were severely damaged from ninety thousand 

existing buildings. Based on these circumstances 

someone can imagine how the destruction of Hiroshima. 

But behind that there are still five modern buildings that 

have not experienced significant changes. Thus, based on 

description before, it can be concluded that how the 

effect of bombing has destroyed all of the cities that have 

been growing rapidly. It is can be seen from the large 

number of citizens in Hiroshima losing their families and 

residences. 

 

4.2.3 The Economy of Hiroshima City after the Bomb 

Dropped 

The bomb dropped over the city of Hiroshima also 

caused the economy to be paralyzed. Even though 

everyone certainly understands the economy is a very 

important thing to continue life. But it is not enjoyed by 

the people of Hiroshima, because their source of income 

has fallen apart, this can be seen as quoted below. 

 

By now he was accustomed to the terrible scene 

through which he walked on his way into the city; 

the large rice field near the Novitiate, streaked 

with brown; the houses on the outskirts of the city, 

standing but decrepit, with broken windows and 

disheveled tiles; and then, quite suddenly, the 

beginning of the four square miles of reddish-

brown scar, where nearly everything had been 

buffeted down and burned. (Jhon Hersey, Page: 

61) 

 

Based on the quotation above it can be seen that how 

the condition of the Hiroshima region after the bombing. 

Where, the expanse of rice fields that are the source of 

people's lives has turned into a brownish color, which 

describes the destruction of life in this city. Many of the 

buildings whose windows were broken and the tiles were 

shattered. Even Pastor Kleinsorge found an area of teen 

square meters containing a brownish wound. Thus, based 

on the description before can concluded that the 

condition of a region that has changed drastically can 

influence the economy of its people. It means that to 

sustain a better economic life in an area in addition to 

human resources must be supported by natural resources. 

 

4.3 The Historical Fact after the Bomb Dropped  

After the bombing in the city of Hiroshima, there 

was an event that was abandoned which made this as 

historical evidence, where the war ended on August 15, 

1945 after the Emperor Tenno announced a notification 

through a radio station as quoted below. 

 

When they came to realize the fact that it was the 

Emperor, they cried with full tears in their eyes. 

“What a wonderful blessing it is that Tenno 

himself call on us and we can hear his own voice 

in person. We are thoroughly satisfied in such a 

great sacrifice.’ When they came to know the war 

was ended that is, Japan was defeated, they, of 

course, were deeply disappointed, but followed 

after their Emperor’s commandment in calm 

spirit, making whole-hearted sacrifice for the 

everlasting peace of the world and Japan started 

her new way,”(Jhon Hersey, Page: 59) 

 

Based on quotation above it can be seen that how the 

happiness of society, although many of them cannot 

stand up and not even a few of the citizens must be 

exposed because they have no energy to walk. After 

more than a week Hiroshima was bombed, finally the 

voice was directly from the Tenno Emperor. Where on 

that day Emperor Tenno announced a historical fact in 

which Japan had to be the war of many lives having been 

lost. 

Thus, based on the description before, it can be 

concluded that someone will be sacrifices his life for the 

independence of his country. This can be seen from the 

struggle of citizens in Hiroshima to be free from 

bombings launched by the United States, even though in 

the end Japan had to surrender. It was in accordance with 



Emperor Tenno's order via radio on the grounds to avoid 

more victims. 

Every event that happens in a nation will usually 

leave historical facts that will be always remembered 

during the journey of the nation itself.  It also happens in 

Hiroshima which left historical facts like the quote 

below. 

 

The Planning Conference, at a loss as to just what 

importance Hiroshima could have, fell back on 

rather vague cultural and paving projects. It drew 

maps with avenues a hundred yards wide and 

thought seriously of erecting a group of buildings 

as a monument to the disaster, and naming them 

the Institute of International Amity.(Jhon Hersey, 

Page: 74) 

 

Based on the quotations above, it can be concluded 

that how the conference was described on a map. Where 

the first thing to do is to build a wide road and no less 

important is the construction of a disaster monument as a 

reminder for the history of the city, which ultimately 

named monument as the Institute of International Amity. 

Thus, based on the previous description, the citizen must 

understand and always study the history of their nation to 

achieve independence, because it is very important to 

make someone appreciate the services of the nation’s 

heroes. 

 

4.4 Finding 

Based on analysis above the researcher found some 

problems related to condition of citizen in Hiroshima. 

According to Taine (1872) a literary work criticism 

specifically about history must have elements of people 

live at a certain time when the event is occurred. Based 

on this research with Taine (1872) theory, the researchers 

found the fact that the bombings carried out by the 

United States influenced the activities of Citizen in 

Hiroshima. The first is the life of citizen in Hiroshima 

can be seen that how anxiety of Mr. Tanimoto where felt 

that Hiroshima will be bombed. The second are the 

condition of Hiroshima city can be seen that how 

damaged the city and the air becoming unhealthy in 

Hiroshima effect of bombed. The third are the economy 

in Hiroshima can be seen that the destruction of the 

economic center in Hiroshima was one of the destruction 

of the East Asia Tin Work company. 

  Afterwards the finding of this research is supported 

by Windasari (2007) research. She also found that are 

some social effects of the atomic bomb explosion 

through the Hiroshima novel. There are the changes of 

the social class, the economic condition, the education, 

the radiation sickness, the rise of nationalism and the rise 

of hatred toward the American. The study she also found 

that the bomb caused a social class, economy condition, 

and education for citizen in Hiroshima. Thus, it can be 

concluded that bombing carried out by United States on 

August 06th, 1945 has launched a social effect on the 

society itself and has also caused problems to citizen in 

Hiroshima that are the life of citizen in Hiroshima, the 

condition of Hiroshima , and the economy of citizen  in 

Hiroshima. 

Then the researchers also conducted research of 

historical facts contained in the novel Hiroshima by John 

Hersey with  Taine (1872) theory. According to Taine 

(1872) historical it is a series of events that happened in 

the past that were emulated with a certain time and have 

historical facts until now. Based on the Taine (1872) 

theory the researcher also conducted research on the facts 

of historical facts in the Hiroshima novel. Where in the 

study researchers that found two historical facts. The first 

is when Emperor Tenno made a decision on August 15th, 

1945, announcing that Japan was the losing party to 

avoid increasing the number of victims. The second are 

building a monument as a reminder. From Japanese 

history called the Institute of International Amity.  

In fact, the finding of this research is supported by 

Fazbar (2017) which also talk about historical facts 

related to the political system of Stalinism on the novel 

Animal Farm by George Orwell. Which in the study he 

found facts of historical facts one of his result that an 

infamous political ideology existed in the age of Joseph 

Stalin. It was a dilapidated ideology that had destroyed 

its own society in the past. Thus it can be said that the 

historical facts will be found in a situation that actually 

happened in the past and still has an effect until now. 

One of them happened at the events of the Hiroshima city 

bombing on August 6, 1945 by the United States. To 

recall this event, the Japanese government at that time 

built a struggle monument named the Institute of 

International Amity. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Based on the research in the novel Hiroshima by 

John Hersey researcher found the fact that the bombings 

carried out by the United States influenced the activities 

of Citizen in Hiroshima. The first is the life of citizen in 

Hiroshima can be seen that how anxiety of Mr. Tanimoto 

where felt that Hiroshima will be bombed. The second 

are the condition of Hiroshima city can be seen that how 

damaged the city and the air becoming unhealthy in 

Hiroshima effect of bombed. The third are the economy 

in Hiroshima can be seen that the destruction of the 

economic center in Hiroshima was one of the destruction 

of the East Asia Tin Work company. 

After that the researcher also examined the historical 

facts contained in novel Hiroshima by John Hersey. The 

researcher found that two historical facts. The first is 

when Emperor Tenno made a decision on August 15th, 

1945, announcing that Japan was the losing party to 

avoid increasing the number of victims. The second are 

building a monument as a reminder. From Japanese 

history called the Institute of International Amity.  

Based on the two findings of the research in the 

Hiroshima novel by John Hersey, it can be concluded 

that there are several problems faced by Citizen in 

Hiroshima that are social, economy, city, and healthy. In 

addition, researchers also discovered historical facts, 

namely the surrender of Japan on August 15, 1945 and 

the construction of a monument that was named the 

Institute of International Amity. 
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